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VERY intelligent member has a distinct duty to the A. L. A. for 1907. 
Mr Lane in our last number urged all to read our Bulletin and thus keep 
informed of what the A. L. A. has done, is doing and is going todo. That will 
give you faith; but faith without works is dead. We have lived, worked and 
hoped for thirty years, or a full generation. Now, larger and better things are 
just ahead. In 1876 librarians were, like the conies, feeble folk. Our first con- 
ference was a bibliothecal John the Baptist crying in Philadelphia, and our field 
was in Locust street and Wissahickon. Some of us dreamed dreams and saw 
visions, and the wisest thought us prophets and the foolish called us cranks, but 
with an eye single to the highest public good, we faithfully pressed on. At the 
close of thirty years we should inventory results. 

The small beginnings based on mustard seed faith have grown from the little 
shrub to a great tree and now certain fowls of the air incline to roost in its 
branches. Some are useful birds, but some will bear watching and a vigorous 
‘*shoo.” But the best ship accumulates some barnacles and the noblest trees 
some fungous growths which should be lopped off. 

No one questions that modern librarianship has become a world movement. It 
has won its place as a profession. Its national, state and local associations, train- 
ing schools, state departments and commissions, liberal appropriations favoring 
legislation, unparalled gifts and universal public commendation have placed it side 
by side with the public school system. In this wonderful work among all civil- 
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ized nations America is the unquestioned leader, and her work has been mostly 
done by the A. L. A. Its record should command heartiest ‘support not only 
of its members but of the public. When we dreamed great things and those of 
limited vision called us crazy, we have comforted ourselves with Longfellow’s 
Keramos, ‘‘ Divine insanity of noble minds that never falters or abates, but labors 
and endures and waits, till all that it foresees it finds, and what it can not find, 
creates.” We have been guided by the Fabians society’s wise motto, ‘‘ For the 
right moment you must wait most patiently as Fabius did when warring against 
Hannibal, though many censured his delays. But when the right moment comes 
you must strike hard, else your waiting will have been in vain and fruitless.” 
We have been patient and persistent. We have worked and waited. With 1907 
the right moment has come when we must strike hard. Few of those who have 
lived and shared in it fully realize what this quiet and steady growth has brought 
us. Some one farther away in time will get a better perspective. Who hath eyes 
so keen and strong that he has seen when the acorn became an oak? Thus the 
library movement has won its high place by slow, steady, constant growth, till we 
stand in awe before its almost limitless possibilities for good. Those who look 
deepest see more in the future than in the past. We are proud of what has been 
done, but we are responsible for what is to be. To whom much is given, of him 
much will be required. When we add new power and labor-saving machinery, 
our factories must turn out greater products, unless some one neglects plain duty 
and opportunity. 

We have waited thirty years for our official Bulletin and for our own official 
home in national library headquarters. Our membership has grown twenty-fold, 
and yet includes not more than one in a hundred who would be keenly interested 
in our work, could he see it with our eyes and understand its infinite usefulness. 
The present duty is to enroll as many as possible of this ninety and nine, for this 
is the field of largest promise. 

Each member will hereafter receive our bulletins, with frequent messages of 
progress and encouragement. They will keep his interest alive instead of letting 
it die down for lack of fuel or be crowded out by causes with more active pro- 
moters. Could we inspire every member with one-tenth the zeal of the men who 
build up commercial, industrial, political, financial or social successes, 1907 would 
be a red-letter year in library history. 

Have we in our two thousand members one who could not with a little effort 
and time enlist one new member each month from now till the Asheville meeting ? 
That would mean ten thousand members, each a center to be influenced and to 
influence. This is not an irridescent dream. We can attain it if each will try. 
For one who fails to make his quota, others will make up, if all canvass the circle 
of acquaintance thoroughly. We have no right to rest on our laurels or to stop 
our vigorous growth. The A. L. A. is like a tree, when it ceases to grow it 
begins to rot. Can any member claim to have the real library spirit and yet be 
unwilling to make this effort for a cause without a peer in educational and philan- 
thropic promise ? 
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Let us have an honor roll of those who really give this much-needed support 
in bringing to the highest efficiency these new great agencies which we have 
started on a small scale, but with large faith. Encourage Headquarters by sending 
a card saying, ‘‘ Enroll me in the man-a-month volunteers.” If half the men you 
secure are women, so much the better for the cause to which woman has con- 
tributed much more than her half. Then at Asheville let the secretary read the 
names for honorable discharge of those who have found at least one each month 
willing to join in the splendid work which has made the A. L. A. famous and is 
destined to carry its banner to still higher peaks of achievement. 


Notes from Headquarters 

The first issue of the Bulletin of the Ameri- 
can library association carried an appeal to 
its membership asking that time be given to 
its complete and careful reading. It was 
hoped that even those whose habit it is to 
either destroy or lay aside a circular would 
at least give the time to reading the initial 
number of an official periodical of their own 
association. 

Membership within an association carries 
with it certain obligations and duties. An 
important one is the keeping in touch with 
what the administration of such an association 
is trying to do for the benefit of its members. 
Many evidences, unfortunately, have reached 
Headquarters that the appeal for careful read- 
ing has been ignored, several members hay- 
ing written that they had no time for reading 
bulletins, circulars and literature of like 
description. Are not our members willing 
to hold up the hands of the officers to whom 
they have consigned the administration of 
their affairs ? 

The effort to secure payment of the annual 
dues without incurring the expense of addi- 
tional printing and increased postage has met 
with a good measure of success. Two mem- 
bers, when sending their dues, have criticized 
this innovation as being unbusiness-like and 
undignified. Many, however, have given 
their unqualified and hearty approval to this 
effort to minimize the expenses of the Associ- 
ation. It is hoped that the majority of the 
members have the welfare of the Association 
80 much at heart that they will be willing to 


support its officers in their efforts to manage 
its affairs economically and with prudence. 
Those, therefore, who have not as yet sent in 
their annual dues are again asked to forward 
a money order or draft on either New York 
or Boston to the order of the American Library 
Association for $2.00, if for an individual, or 
for $5.00, if in payment of a library member- 
ship, addressed to the A. L. A., No 34 New- 
bury Street, Boston, Mass. Kindly attend to 
this at once, so that your name may be on the 
mailing list to receive further issues of the 
Bulletin, conference announcements and other 
A. L. A. literature. 


Museum 

It is earnestly desired that all librarians, 
members of the A. L. A., who have not 
already done so, shall send to Headquarters, 
No 34 Newbury Street, Boston, Mass., a 
sample collection, in duplicate, of all printed 
matter having to do with the administration 
of the libraries under their charge, with 
notes, if necessary, for their proper under- 
standing. These collections are asked for 
in duplicate to the end that it may be pos- 
sible, upon request, to make up a collection 
to send to library schools, library commis- 
sions, library associations and clubs, and to 
librarians and trustees of newly-organized 
libraries. While it is highly important that 
a permanent museum of all library aids, 
systems and appliances shall be installed at 
Headquarters, it may well be conceded that 
a travelling collection or collections would 
be of more extended benefit to the library 
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profession generally. The same is true of 
the architectural plans which are being col- 
lected. These will prove to be of the great- 
est value to those architects, trustees and 
librarians who can journey to Headquarters 
to inspect the collection. It should be pos- 
sible, however, through blue prints, trac- 
ings, photographs, or other means, to meet 
the constantly increasing inquiries which are 
reaching Headquarters from those who are 
not able to see the collection in its entirety. 
If librarians, accepting the assurance of the 
administration that there is urgent need for 
both of the above-mentioned collections, will 
but forward, in duplicate, a full collection 
of all their printed matter, and use their in- 
fluence with trustees and architects to secure 
floor plans and photographs, both exterior 
and interior views, of their libraries, a perma- 
nent collection of inestimable value to library 
progress will have been brought together. 

Architects, trustees and librarians, who 
have been either seen or written to, show a 
hearty willingness to furnish plans and photo- 
graphs of their library buildings. It is 
evident that as this collection grows its value 
must necessarily increase, to the Association, 
to the visitor and to those who wish advice 
and suggestions sent to them. 

Headquarters has received plans and photo- 
graphs of about fifty library buildings, rang- 
ing in cost from $10,000 to over $250,000. 
These plans have already been of sufficient 
use to mark the value of such a collection and 
to warrant the Committee in prosecuting a 
vigorous campaign in adding thereto. 

Much benefit has come from a collection of 
interior views, showing the use to which a 
modern children’s room is put. The Com- 
mittee hopes that librarians who are doing 
this excellent and highly valuable educational 
work will contribute such photographs. 
They are equally anxious to secure plans and 
photographs of the modern branch library 
building. By the time this issue of the 
Bulletin reaches its readers, the Committee 
hopes to be in a position to say that it has 
in its possession full plans of every branch 
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building connected with the library system of 
Brooklyn. 

It hopes that other large cities, like New 
York, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Cleveland 
and St. Louis will follow the good example 
which Brooklyn has set them. 

A serious problem which now confronts the 
Committee is that of determining the best 
method of housing this rapidly accumulating 
collection. Plans reach Headquarters in 
many different sizes, some so large as to be 
unwieldly for practical use. Again, their 
value is too great to warrant frequent han- 
dling, entailing serious damage. It has been 
suggested that they be photographed down to 
a standard size and that these photographs 
be used for daily reference, recourse to the 
originals being had only when details, not 
brought out with sufficient clearness in the 
photographs, need to be studied. With the 
negatives of such photographs in hand, prints 
could be made from time to time. 

Suggestions, looking to a solution of this 
question, are solicited from such members 
as may have had experience in housing simi- 
lar collections. 

Plans of every library are wanted, be they 
old or modern, small or large, proprietary or 
public, special or university. It is hoped that 
librarians will take this request seriously, 
and give their hearty co-operation to this 
important work which is being undertaken 
by the committees on Headquarters and 
Architectural plans. 


Membership 

Members of the A. L. A. will, within a 
short time, receive a statement, signed by 
every member of the Executive Board, call- 
jing attention to the great need of concerted 
action looking to a marked increase in our 
membership. It requires but an earnest 
effort on the part of members to bring about 
a result which shall place the Association up- 
on such a financial basis as shall make 
possible a wide extension of its activities and 
a general strengthening of its influence all 
along the line. 














It rests with our membership to decide 
whether the Association shall retrograde or 
leap ahead into an even more prominent 
position in the educational world than it now 
holds. The one hundred thousand men and 
women who are to-day employed in library 
work within the United States should be 
easily able to guarantee that yearly income 
which would enable the Association to so 
greatly enlarge the sphere of its influence. 


Asheville Conference 

The Travel Committee desires to announce 
that Mr Charles H. Brown, of the John 
Crerar Library, Chicago, Illinois, has been 
added to its membership. Members intend- 
ing journeying from the West should corre- 
spond with him. 

The Committee finds it impossible to give 
at this time any definite information as to 
transportation rates to Asheville, where the 
annual conference of the A. L. A. will be 
held on May 23-29. 

The reason for this is due to the fact that 
the railroads have found it necessary +o, defer 
action owing to many complications arising 
from proposed legislation and the Jamestown 
Exposition. 

Realizing, however, that members of the 
A. L. A. are anxious to receive some infor- 
mation, even though approximate only, as to 
what the expense of attending the conference 
will be, the Committee has prepared the fol- 
lowing table showing probable cost from 
various points of departure, the figures in 
each case covering transportation charges to 
Asheville and return, including Pullman ac- 
commodations and six days at the Battery 
Park Hotel, the basis being two in a room, 
without bath. Those desiring a room to 
themselves, without bath, should add $1.00 
per day to totals given below; while those 
who may wish a bath in connection with either 
a single or a double room should add $2.00 
per day. Accommodations may be had in 
smaller hotels and boarding houses at prices 
less than those contracted for at the Battery 
Park Hotel. For such accommodations de- 
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duct $1.00 per day each, two in a room, from 
the tabulated totals. 


From Albany (via New York City) . $62.50 
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The above estimates are believed to exceed 
actual cost, the Committee feeling it to be 
wiser to err on that side. Meals en route 
to and from Asheville are not included within 
the above totals. The smaller hotels and 
boarding houses, above referred to, are near 
the Battery Park Hotel and may be depended 
on, so the Committee is assured by the local 
committee, to furnish good rooms and satis- 
factory board. 

By a ruling of the railroads which may, 
however, be modified later, members of the 
Association who reach Asheville by the way 
of Washington may travel from Asheville on 
their way home, depositing their tickets and 
fifty cents with the railroad in that city and 
make a side trip to Jamestown. The trip 
from Washington to Norfolk and return, by 
boat, would cost approximately $7.50, in- 
cluding berth on boat, but not meals. Hotel 
accommodations in Norfolk or at Jamestown 
will be not less than $3.00 per day. Mem- 
bers reaching Asheville from the West and 
South would be obliged to return to Asheville 
to have their tickets validated. The round 
trip from Asheville to Jamestown, including 
Pullman accommodations, would cost approxi- 
mately $25.00, not including meals en rowle. 
The trip to Toxaway and return to Ashe- 
ville, including a stay of four days at Tox- 
away, will cost about $20.00. It is hoped 















































— 





6 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 








that personally condected trips to both 
Toxaway and Jamestown may be arranged 
for later. It is entirely impossible at this 
time to give any more detailed informa- 
tion to members than that given above. 

The Committee regrets that it is impos- 
sible to give members that fully detailed 
information regarding the coming conference 
that it has been able to in past years. The 
facts above stated will serve to acquaint 
members with an approximate estimate, and 
furnish them with a knowledge of the situa- 
tion which makes any fuller information 
impossible. 

Asheville is located in the beautiful moun- 
tain section of North Carolina. The location 
of the Battery Park Hotel could not be ex- 
celled. Situated on high land it offers views 
from its piazzas across the valley to a series 
of mountains behind which the setting sun 
produces most beautiful evening effects. The 
local committee has plans well in hand for 
the entertainment of the Association, includ- 
ing a visit to Biltmore, the far-famed and 
extensive estate of Mr George W. Vander- 
bilt. The roads are perfect for both riding 
and driving, while the wooded hills furnish 
constant temptation for those strolls which 
members of the A. L. A. so delight to indulge 
in. The nights are invariably cool and the 
mosquito is an unknown quantity. A post- 
conference trip to Lake Toxaway is proposed, 
those desiring to join therein to leave Ashe- 
ville immediately after the conference, re- 
maining at the Toxaway Inn until Monday, 
June 2, when a return will be had to Ashe- 
ville, whence members will disperse, some 
for home, others to Jamestown to view the 
Exposition. Toxaway, in the very center of 
the beautiful Sapphire country, offers attrac- 
tions which will at once appeal to such mem- 
bers as are given to mountain climbing, 
wooded walks, horseback riding and driving. 
The beautiful lake offers constant temptation, 
too, to those who enjoy rowing or being 
rowed. 

Wishing to form some idea of the probable 
number of those who intend participating in 





the conference of 1907, the Travel Com- 
mittee asks that each member who intends 
to go to Asheville shall, at once, signify such 
intention by addressing the Travel Com- 
mittee at No 34 Newbury Street, Boston, 
Mass. Be kind enough to state whether a 
single or double room is desired, with or 
without a bath. If with some other mem- 
ber, kindly state preference as to room- 
mate, making sure that such room-mate 
sends in a similar application for room reser- 
vation. 

As the accommodations in the Battery 
Park Hotel are somewhat limited, the Travel 
Committee will assign rooms in order of 
application. To this rule the Committee will 
adhere strictly. The rooming will be done 
by the Committee in connection with the 
proprietor of the hotel. The proprietor will 
assign no rooms at the reduced rates without 
the approval of the Committee. Send in 
your application now. 

There will be nothing binding in such an 
application until the Committee asks you later 
to ratify it. Do not, however, send in an 
application unless you feel reasonably sure 
that you will attend the conference. Pay 
your annual dues now so that you may keep 
in touch, through the columns of the Bulletin, 
with all details concerning the coming con- 
ference in this beautiful mountain country of 
our hospitable Southern friends. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
President, CLEMENT W. ANDREWS, 
John Crerar Library, Chicago, Illinois 
Treasurer, GEORGE F. BOWERMAN, 
Public Library, Washington, D. C. 
Secretary, J. 1. WYER, JR., 
State Library, Albany, New York 


Executive Board Announcements 


Atlantic City Meeting 
A meeting of the Executive Board of the 
American Library Association is called at the 
Hotel Chelsea, Atlantic City, N. J., Friday 
evening, March 15, 1907, at 8 o’clock, and a 


meeting of the Council at the same place 


Saturday afternoon, March 16, at 3 o’clock. 
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Commercial Round Table 

One of the round tables in connection with 
the Asheville meeting will be in charge of 
the Committee on Library Administration, 
and will be devoted to commercial exhibits 
and a presentation of commercial devices and 
enterprises by the people concerned. The 
time available will be divided equally be- 
tween such persons as request an opportunity 
to be heard, and the meeting will be held at 
a time which will not conflict with other 
sessions. Those wishing for time at this 
meeting will kindly apply to the Secretary 
of the American Library Association, State 
Library, Albany, N. Y.% 


J. I. WYER, Jr., Sec’y 


A. L. A. Publishing Board 


Booklist 

The free distribution of the A. L. A. 
booklist to members of the Association hav- 
ing been discontinued, a few words of ex- 
planation are due, in order that members 
may understand the reasons which have in- 
fluenced the Publishing Board in coming to 
this decision. In the autumn of 1905 the 
Executive Board of the Association requested 
the Publishing Board to send the Booklist 
free to all members of the Association, offer- 
ing to reimburse the Publishing Board for 
the actual cost of distribution — an expense 
amounting to about one-half cent per copy. 
The Publishing Board was glad to accede to 
this request, because it had long believed 
that the Association should have a regular 
means of communication with its members, 
and the Booklist, which at that time contained 
official notices of various kinds, was the only 
medium of such communication then in sight. 
It was recognized, however, that a free dis- 
tribution of the Booklist to all members of 
the Association would materially diminish 
the number of subscriptions received, inas- 
much as the larger number of subscribers 
would naturally be found among the mem- 
bers of the Association. The Board would, 
therefore, receive for many copies circu- 


lated, instead of the full subscription price 
of fifty cents each year (now $1.00 a year), 
only about four cents a year (one-half cent 
apiece for eight numbers, as stated above). 

The Publishing Board expects to provide the 
entire expense of editorial work and prepara- 
tion from the income of the Carnegie Fund, but 
it intends that the proceeds from subscriptions 
and from the sales in bulk to library com- 
missions shall cover the expenses of manu- 
facture and distribution. It was found, how- 
ever, that in the year 1906 these expenses 
considerably exceeded the sum received from 
subscriptions and sales, and the Board was 
compelled to revise its scale of prices. In 
doing so it proposed to the Executive Board 
that the payment for the copies sent to mem- 
bers should be proportional to the total ex- 
pense of manufacture, instead of representing 
simply the additional cost of manufacturing 
and distributing extra copies; that is to say, 
that the price charged should be about the 
same as that charged to the library commis- 
sions. To this, the Executive Board de- 
murred, since it would have involved the 
payment on its part of about $400 (on the 
basis of two thousand members). 

At the same time, a proposition was made 
to issue at regular intervals a bulletin de- 
voted entirely to notices and information in 
regard to Association affairs, and thus con- 
stituting the long-desired regular means of 
communication. The Publishing Board wel- 
comed this plan, both because it believed 
that such a publication was needed, and be- 
cause it would relieve the Booklist of official 
matter which had come to occupy a larger 
space than was anticipated and seriously to 
increase the cost of composition. The Book- 
list being in this way confined to its original 
primary purpose —an aid in the selection of 
books —there seemed to be no longer any 
good reason for distributing it free to mem- 
bers of the Association, since none of the 
other publications of the Board have been 
so distributed. In fact, it had become evi- 
dent that, so far as the Booklist itself was 
concerned, there were valid objections to 
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such free distribution. Not only had there 
been a natural decrease in the number of 
subscriptions, as had been anticipated, but it 
was found that many persons were receiving 
the Booklist to whom it was of no particular 
use. The Booklist, without official notices, 
is simply a tool of trade, of value mainly to 
the smaller libraries and to certain persons 
on the staff of larger libraries, yet it was 
being given a much wider circulation on 
the basis of membership in the Association. 
Moreover, for a necessary tool of trade the 
employee of a library should depend on the 
library, not on private expenditure. 

Inquiry was made of about twenty-five 
representative librarians as to the compara- 
tive desirability of receiving the Booklist 
free or receiving a bulletin which could give 
fuller information in regard to Association 
affairs, and the replies, which in many cases 
voiced the general opinion of a library staff, 
were almost unanimous in favor of substitut- 
ing a bulletin for the Booklist. The waste 
involved in the free distribution of the Book- 
list was generally recognized. To the Pub- 
lishing Board, therefore, it became perfectly 
clear that, on the establishment of the Bui- 
letin, the free distribution of the Booklist 
should be discontinued; but it recognized 
that an exception should be made in -the 
case of library members, and this for three 
reasons: 1 library members pay a larger 
fee and should be entitled to something ad- 
ditional; 2 one copy of the Booklist at 
least will presumably be useful in every 
library; 3 the A. L. A. desires to increase 
its library memberships, and the receipt of 
the Booklist will be an additional induce- 
ment to libraries, an inducement which will 
be still further strengthened if the Associa- 
tion decides to publish its proceedings itself 
and distribute them to members only. 

So far, scarcely any objections have been 
heard, and the subscription list of the Book- 
list has been substantially increased. The 
Board therefore hopes that its decision will, 
on the whole, approve itself to members of 
the Association. 
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Facts for Consideration 

Twenty years ago (1886) in Milwaukee 
an A. L. A. Publishing Section was organized 
on a basis similiar to that of many publish- 
ing societies, with a subscribing membership, 
each member to receive annual publications 
in return for the payment of his annual dues. 
This organization was an outgrowth of the 
work of the Cooperation committee, and 
took final shape at this time as the result of 
a letter of Mr W. I. Fletcher to the Nation 
which called attention to the great expense in- 
volved in the repeated duplication of work 
by libraries and to the advantage to be 
gained by cooperation. 

After a few years trial it was found that 
the ‘ publishing society” plan did not corre- 
spond with actual needs and conditions, and 
the Publishing Board was established in 
1900 to continue the work of the Section. 
The Board is essentially a committee of the 
Association, to which is entrusted the direc- 
tion and development of its publishing 
affairs. Financially it is entirely distinct 
from the Association, but has been indebted 
to it from time to time for grants of money. 
At present its main support is the Carnegie 
Endowment Fund of $100,000. Its object 
has been from the beginning ‘ to secure the 
preparation and publication of catalogs, 
indexes, and other bibliographic and library 
aids.” 

The original members of the Board were 
Messrs Fletcher, Dewey, Bowker, C. A. 
Cutter, Lane, and S. S. Green. During 
twenty years Messrs Dewey and Lane have 
served continuously (Mr Lane as Treasurer 
from 1886 to 1904). Mr Fletcher served 
until 1905. Mr Bowker was a member for 
two periods, of three and nine years. Mr 
George Iles was a member from 1893 to 
1900, and devoted to the Board’s affairs an 
unflagging interest and substantial pecuniary 
support. 

The publications already issued and those 
proposed, but not yet executed, fall into 
three classes: 1 those which might be called 
tools of trade, forming two groups, one for 
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the reference department, the other for the 
cataloger; 2 those pertaining to selection 
of books; 3, the last to be developed, publi- 
cations for instruction. 

To the reference group of the first class 
belong the A. L. A. index to general litera- 
ture, and the Index to portraits. The former 
was first proposed by Dr Poole in the pre- 
face to the 1882 edition of his Index to peri- 
odical literature. ‘This was one of the first 
publications undertaken by the Board, and 
is now in its second and much enlarged edition. 

That an index to portraits should be com- 
piled was one of the early suggestions, but 
no beginning was made for nearly ten years, 
and now after ten years of preparation, the 
A. L. A. index to portraits has just been 
published by the Library of Congress. 

The aids for catalogers are of two kinds, 
one to help them do their work, the other to 
do itfor them. The A. L. A. catalog rules 
and the List of subject headings for use in 
dictionary catalogs represent one, while the 
printed catalog cards represent the other. 

As early as 1853 at the first meeting of 
librarians, attention was called to the waste 
in cataloging methods, each library doing 
for itself what might be done once for all. 
The problem has been constantly studied, 
but not till 1896 did the Board make any 
efforts at all approaching success. At that 
time the Board undertook to issue catalog 
cards for current books, a work which had 
been begun by the Library Bureau in 1893. 
The Board tried every means in its power 
to make this work of real help to libraries, 
but lack of support by libraries, and lack of 
necessary capital were serious drawbacks. 
The work however continued until 1901, 
when it was transferred to the Library of 
Congress. 

To provide for the analytical work which 
many libraries are unable to do for them- 
selves, the Board issues cards for a large 
number of serial publications, and miscella- 
neous sets. More than two million cards 
have been distributed among the libraries of 
America and Europe. 
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In these days of constantly increasing book 
production the selection of those books 
which the library is to buy, or the reader 
to read, is no small task. In the work done 
by the Board in this direction, annotation 
has played an important part. A critical or 
descriptive note is a great help, and when 
the element of comparison with other works 
is added, evaluation reaches its full useful- 
ness. The A. L. A. catalog represents the 
largest attempt of this kind. The Catalog 
of the A. L. A. library of 5000 volumes, 
published in 1893, and distributed free by 
the Government, had been of assistance to 
new libraries in making first purchases, and 
to older ones in filling gaps. The A. L. A. 
catalog of 8000 volumes, published in 1904, 
brings together the best books on different 
subjects, and supplants the earlier catalog. 
To keep this constantly renewed, the A. L. A. 
booklist is issued eight times a year, listing 
and annotating the best books from month 
to month. 

The List of books for girls and women was 
edited for the Board by Mr George Iles to 
illustrate the usefulness of annotation. It 
covers a wide range of subjects. Miss 


Kroeger’s Guide to the study and use of 


reference books was compiled primarily for 
the use of students in library and normal 
schools in order to familiarize them with 
the working tools of a library. Mr Ernest 
Savage, in his recent book on annotation 
says that Miss Kroeger has reached the 
high water mark in annotation in America. 

Aids for the selection of books on special 
subjects have been confined to the Bidli- 
ography of fine art by Russell Sturgis and 
E. H. Krehbiel, and the Literature of Ameri- 
can history edited by J. N. Larned. For 
the preparation of these books, and also for 
work on the Books for girls and women, Mr 
Iles secured the aid of specialists, and 
generously paid the cost of manufacture 
as well. 

Mr W. D. Johnston has selected and 
annotated titles on English history, while 
Mr P. P. Wells has continued the annota- 
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tions of new titles on American history, 
thus keeping the Larned volume up to 
date. 

Special classes of people have not been 
forgotten in the preparation of aids. The 
children have had the first and most continu- 
ous consideration. To guide their reading 
have been issued Sargent’s Reading for the 
young, and Hewins’ Books for boys and giris 
in two independent editions. Another list of 
similar character is now being prepared by 
the Carnegie library in Pittsburgh. 

Foreigners have been the latest class to be 
helped. The brief List of French fiction 
issued some years ago, was intended rather 
for English speaking people who wished to 
read French. Lists are now in preparation, 
intended to help the foreign people among 
us to learn of American history and customs 
through their own language, as well as to 
guide them in finding the best in their own 
literature. 

The books already mentioned have been 
of use to the individuals and libraries who 
knew in a measure what they wished to ac- 
complish. But there are many communities 
untouched by the library, and for these a 
series of tracts and handbooks are being 
issued, pointing out why a public library is 
needed, and how to start it, and giving in- 
formation about buildings and furnishings, 
administration of libraries, cataloging, etc. 

A new edition of the List of subject head- 
ings, and a code of A. L. A. catalog rules 
prepared by a committee of the A. L. A. are 
the next important publications to be issued. 

The Publishing Board has a wide field of 
work, and one capable of almost infinite ex- 
tension, as the Board secures additional 
means for publication and learns by experi- 
ence how to provide most efficiently the tools 
which libraries need. 

A large part of its present financial sup- 
port the Board owes to Mr Carnegie’s 
endowment of $100,000, the income of which 
is at its disposal for preparation of library 
aids. This gift was a logical supplement to 
Mr Carnegie’s other great gifts for the pro- 
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motion of libraries. Library buildings are 
useless unless well stocked with books and 
wisely administered. An endowment which 
supports the publication of useful library 
guides and manuals, thereby facilitates the 
administration of libraries and is of direct 
value to every library founded. 

But the Board cannot do its best work with- 
out the support and cooperation of libraries 
themselves, in suggesting work to be done, 
helping in the preparation of lists and other 
aids, and using what the Board publishes. 
The Board does not aim to make money, its 
prime object being service, but it does try to 
make its sales pay for at least the cost of 
manufacture of its publications. 

Will you not see that your library and its 
trustees do their share towards helping others 
by supporting the work of the Publishing 
Board ? 


Book-binding Committee 
Points Worth Remembering in Rebinding 
Fiction and Juvenile Books 

1 It is generally not advisable to mend 
books in the original publisher’s binding. 
Loose leaves or illustrations may be tipped 
in if the work is carefully done, but no at- 
tempt should be made to fix loose signatures, 
and on no account should paste be put on the 
back of the book. If this is done it will be 
impossible to have the book rebound so that 
it will wear well. The life of the book is 
really shortened by such false economy. If 
the book is broken at the joint even to a very 
small extent, send at once to be rebound. 

2 Do not resew and put back in publish- 
er’s covers. If the book is properly sewed 
and backed it will be too large for the origi- 
nal covers. It also makes it impossible to 
rebind, so that the book will wear well. If 
properly rebound the first time the book 
goes to the bindery, it will circulate as many 
times as if it had been recased and then 
rebound, and the expense will be less. 

3 Do not wait till the book falls apart 
before sending to the bindery. As soon 
as a book becomes a trifle shaky in the 













































Bde 


Cy 








OPC DR ee = ae 














covers, send to the bindery. Further wear 
injures the backs of each signature, and 
makes it impossible to rebind without whip- 
stitching. A whipstitched book does not 
open as readily as one sewed on tapes. In 
order to sew on tapes or bands the signatures 


must be whole. Many librarians make a 
book circulate in the original publisher's 
binding until it is practically worn out, and 
then blame the binders because the book 
does not wear well when rebound. No 
binder can do good work when the book has 
been allowed to circulate many times after it 
has become shaky in the covers. The life of 
the book will be greatly increased if care is 
taken in this respect. 

4 The first and last signatures, which re- 
ceive the most wear, and which in most 
rebound books give way first, should be 
guarded with muslin. End papers should 
also be guarded with muslin. 

5 All torn leaves should be carefully 
mended. Always use paste, never use glue 
or mucilage for this kind of work. All 
illustrations should be guarded and folded 
around the signature. If tipped in, as is 
customary, they usually come out. 

6 Sew on tapes, using three at least. It 
is sometimes difficult to get binders to use 
tapes instead of bands, but tapes should be 
insisted on. The tapes or strings should, of 
course, be cased in. If a book has to be 
whipstitched, of course bands must be used. 
All books should be sewed ‘all along.” 

7 Books should be trimmed as little as 
possible. 

8 Leather backs should be used; prefer- 
ably American cow hide. If Goop roan can 
be obtained, it will last as well as the cow 
hide. When specifying cow hide be sure 
that the binder does not use buffing, which 
is a split cow hide and much inferior. Books 
bound in art vellum, buckram or other book 
cloths become shaky sooner than those bound 
in leather. Moreover, if a light-colored 
cloth is used, so that the backs may be 
lettered in ink, they become much soiled, 
and the lettering eventually is practically 
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obliterated. Gold lettering on dark-colored 
cloths also becomes obliterated. A leather- 
backed book, if properly bound, wears longer, 
holds the lettering better, and looks well on 
the shelves even when ready to be with- 
drawn from circulation. If it is thought 
best to use cloth, imperial morocco cloth is 
perhaps the best. 

9 Binders should be cautioned against us- 
ing too much glue. A book which crackles, 
or, as one binder puts it, ‘‘ grits its teeth” 
when opened, has not had the superfluous 
glue removed in forwarding. Some binders 
have had good results in using flexible 
or rubber glue. It is not necessary, how- 
ever, and ordinary glue if used properly will 
do just as well. 

10 Most binders use a super for fastening 
the book into the covers. This is generally 
very coarse, and will not wear. Insist on 
his using a stronger material. A muslin of 
suitable weight or canton flannel will be 
found satisfactory. 

11 Lettering on the back should consist 
of author, short title, and call number. 
Some librarians also stamp a mark of owner- 
ship at the bottom of the book. Most bind- 
ers will give a price per volume which will 
include all lettering. 

McClure, Phillips & Co. have agreed to 
bind at least 500 copies of Hill’s The Pettison 
twins in a special binding for the use of 
libraries. This book will be included in the 
A. L. A. booklist, and all libraries are urged 
to order this edition through their regular 
agents in preference to the regular edition. 
The price to libraries will be $1.10. 

The Congressional Committee on Printing 
is trying to get from librarians an expression 
of opinion regarding the material to be used 
in binding Government documents. Accord- 
ing to law, leather-bound sets must be bound 
in sheep. Librarians who have the sheep- 


bound set in their libraries should write at 
once to Charles B. Landis, of the House of 
Representatives, protesting against the further 
use of sheep in binding Government docu- 
ments. 
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The publishers have agreed to bind the 
following books in a special library edition : 
Brainerd — Bettina. Doubleday, Page & 
Co. 
De la Pasture — Lonely lady of Grosvenor 
square. Dutton. 
Locke — The belovéd vagabond. Lane. 
Mott — The white darkness. Outing. 
Bindloss — The dust of conflict. Stokes. 
In ordering these books through regular 
agents care should be taken that the special 
library edition is specified. The extra cost 
of these books will in no case be more than 
ten cents. 
A. L. BalILey, 
Institute Free Library, Wilmington, Del. 
W. P. Courter, 
Forbes Library, Northampton, Mass. 


Dr G. E. Wire, 
Worcester County Law Library, Worcester, Mass. 


League of Library Commissions 

Nine library commissions and state libraries 
having departments engaged in library exten- 
sion work issue bulletins of information and 
news. Most of these appear at quarterly 
intervals, one is a bi-monthly, and a few are 
issued at irregular periods. The bulletins 
comprise the following : 

News notes of California libraries, issued 
by the California State Library. Monthly. 
Began publication May, 1906. 

Library Occurrent, issued by the Pubiic 
Library Commission of Indiana. Began pub- 
lication April, 1906. 

Indiana State library monthly bulletin, is- 
sued monthly by the Indiana State Library. 
Began publication May, 1905. 

Bulletin of the Iowa library commission, 
issued quarterly by the Iowa Library Com- 
mission. Began publication January, 1902, 
as a bulletin issued by Iowa, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin, and later issued as a bulletin of 
the Iowa Commission. 


Library notes and news, issued at irregu- 
lar intervals by the Minnesota State Library 
Commission. Began publication December, 
1904. 

Nebraska library bulletin, issued at irregu- 
lar intervals by the Nebraska Public Library 
Commission. Began publication February, 
1906. 

Bulletin of the New Hampshire public 
libraries, issued quarterly by the Trustees 
of the State Library. Began publication in 
1901. 

Bulletin of the Vermont library commis- 
sion, issued quarterly by the Vermont Library 
Commission. Began publication March, 
1905. 

Washington library association bulletin, 
issued quarterly by the Washington Library 
Association. Began publication April, 1905. 

Wisconsin library bulletin, issued bi- 
monthly by the Wisconsin Free Library Com- 
mission. Began publication January, 1905. 


Committee on Public Documents 

The Committee makes the announcement 
that two hours of the fourth general session 
at the Asheville Conference will be given 
over to the consideration of the public docu- 
ment question. Among the speakers will be 
the Public Printer and the Superintendent of 
Documents. 

This feature of the program has been 
arranged solely that librarians, and especi- 
ally those of depository libraries, may have 
the opportunity of meeting the authorities in 
charge of the printing and distribution of 
public documents. 

This is the first time such an opportunity 
will have been provided, and all depository 
libraries, in particular, that can possibly do so 
are urged to avail themselves of it. The 
Committee will welcome suggestions. 

ADELAIDE R. Hasse, Chairman 
425 Lafayette St., New York City 


Published in January, March, May and September by 
THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


34 Newbury Street, Boston, Mass. 




































